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Mattatuck Museum Hosts “Battle of the 60’s” Panel with Ole Skool 
Weekend, Highlighting Waterbury’s Civil Rights Legacy  

 
WATERBURY, CT – The Mattatuck Museum is proud to sponsor and host the “Battle of the 60’s 
 panel, a groundbreaking community conversation dedicated to preserving and sharing the stories of 
local civil rights history on Saturday, August 30 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
This landmark gathering brings together activists, community leaders, and eyewitnesses to pivotal 
moments in Waterbury’s civil rights history. These distinguished speakers will share powerful first-
person accounts which will illuminate pivotal moments in Waterbury’s fight for racial equality; stories 
that continue to shape Waterbury today. 
The program will be divided into three segments: 

• Desegregation of John F. Kennedy High School – Featuring Dr. Sharon Gatling 
Waldrum, PhD, Reggie Beamon, and Jimmy Saunders. 

• Riots of North Square – Featuring Larry Butler, Mario Barboza, Robert Wright, and 
Neil Hoffler. 

• Orangeburg Massacre – Featuring Judge Maurice Mosely, Amari Brantley, Joseph 
French-Graham, and Jimiyah Brunette.  

Attendees will hear firsthand accounts of these historic events and will be invited to participate in 
audience Q&A sessions. The conversations will underscore the enduring truth that separate is not equal 
and highlight the importance of civic engagement in the ongoing struggle for justice. 
This event is free and open to the public. Seating is limited, and early arrival is recommended. RSVPs are 
encouraged by selecting the event date on the museum’s online calendar at mattmuseum.org. 
The Battle of the 60’s panel is organized by Gabriella Francis and Jimiyah Brunette as part of Ole Skool 
Weekend. 
 
ABOUT THE MATTATUCK MUSEUM 
Located in the heart of downtown Waterbury’s architectural district, the Mattatuck Museum is a vibrant 
destination, known locally and regionally as a community-centered institution of American art and 
history. The collections at The MATT span the history of American art from the colonial era to the 
present day with special strengths in Naugatuck Valley history and Connecticut artists, as well as artists 
from around the world representing the diversity of our community. The collection includes more than 
8,000 objects including paintings, unique works on paper, photography and sculpture.  
In February 2021, The Mattatuck reopened after a $9 million renovation project to reimagine the 
Museum while continuing to be a welcoming, inclusive, stimulating, and enriching community anchor. 
The “new” Mattatuck Museum, designed by Ann Beha Architects, includes an extensive 14,000 square 
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foot renovation to the existing space and an addition of almost 7,000 square feet to enhance public 
access, educational programming, collections storage, and exhibitions.  
The Museum is operated with support from the Connecticut Department of Economic & Community 
Development/CT Office of the Arts, which also receives support from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, a federal agency. The Museum is a founding member of the Consortium of Connecticut Art 
Museums and is a member of the Connecticut Art Trail, a group of 30 world-class museums and historic 
sites (ctarttrail.org).  
The Mattatuck Museum is located on the Green in Waterbury, CT at 144 West Main Street. The Museum 
is open Monday through Saturday from 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. The 
Museum is closed on Mondays from September through May. The Museum offers free, convenient off-
street parking directly behind the Museum and in additional lots on Park Place. The Mattatuck Museum 
website (mattmuseum.org) outlines the Museum’s updated guidelines for visitors, including what to 
expect on your visit, cleaning and safety protocols, and frequently asked questions. Face masks are 
currently not required indoors. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for more updates and content. 
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