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COMMUNITY

HERE’S HOW TO GET YOUR ITEMS IN THE PAPER
Events occur in our lives every day, and we want to share them with others.

The Community page does just that.

DID IT ALREADY HAPPEN?
EMAIL: communitynews@rep-am.com • MAIL: Community News, P.O. Box 2090, Waterbury 06722

IS IT GOING TO HAPPEN?
EMAIL: releases@rep-am.com • MAIL: Releases, P.O. Box 2090, Waterbury 06722

Notices should be brief and include the date, time and street address of the event, past or present.
Be sure to give us a call-back number. As always, individuals and organizations are responsible for accuracy.

WATERBURY – This
April, the Mattatuck Mu-
seum proudly joins the
nationwide celebration of
Military Kids Month by
participating in “Purple
Up! For Kids.”

In a show of support
and gratitude for military
families, museum staff
wore purpleApril 1 to rec-
ognize the sacrifices and
resilience of children in
military households.

As a proud Blue Star
Museum, the Mattatuck
offers free admission to
active-duty military per-
sonnel and their families
year-round, ensuring
they have access to the
arts, history and cultural
experiences that enrich
the community. This ini-
tiative, in partnership
with theNational Endow-
ment for the Arts and
Blue Star Families, re-
flects the museum’s com-
mitment to making arts
and cultural experiences
accessible to those who
serve.

On April 26, the muse-
um will offer a special
Purple Up! Military Kids
Storytime and Kids Art
Workshop activity at 11
a.m. when children will
hear a story about resil-
ience and create a picture
frame, followed by a gal-
lery tour at noon.Military
children will receive free
admission to this special
activity. There will be a $5
admission for other par-
ticipants, which will go
into theMuseum’s Purple
Up Fund to pay for ad-
mission of military chil-
dren throughout the year.

“We are proud to be
part of this national ef-
fort,” said Bob Burns, di-
rector of the Mattatuck.
“Military children show
extraordinary strength
and adaptability. We are
honored to celebrate
them and provide a wel-
coming space where mil-
itary families can explore,
learn and connect with
the arts.”

Military families are
welcome to visit at any
time by presenting a valid
military ID. The muse-
um’s diverse exhibitions
and educational pro-
grams provide engaging
experiences for visitors of
all ages. The museum in-
vites all visitors to join in
recognizing military fam-
ilies during April. Guests
are encouraged to wear
purple in solidarity and
share their support on so-
cial media using #Pur-

pleUp and #Mattatuck-
Museum.

Southbury Chamber
elects slate of new
officers

SOUTHBURY— At a
recent meeting, the
Southbury Chamber’s
board of directors voted
to elect a new slate of offi-
cers: Chairman Charles
Berger from Chatfield
True Value; Vice Chair
DanielleHawthorne from
Southbury Neighbors
Magazine; Secretary/
Treasurer Kathy Lengyel
from Ion Bank President/
CEO Lynn Ward from
Waterbury Regional
Chamber.

In addition to electing
its leadership, the board
alsowelcomed the follow-
ing new members: Doug
Alley fromNewtownSav-
ings Bank; Candice Mey-
er from Heritage Hotel
Golf Spa Conference Cen-
ter; Shay Nagarsheth
from Small Business De-
velopment Center and Si-
mone Pyne from SPYNE
Pilates Studio.

The 14-member board
meets monthly to guide
chamber staff regarding
local programming,
events, and public policy
and economic develop-
ment.

The Southbury Cham-

ber, an affiliate of theWa-
terbury Regional Cham-
ber, was formed in Au-
gust 2022 following the
dissolution of the volun-
teer-run Southbury Busi-
ness Association.

In addition to serving
the local business com-
munity as a resource and
advocate, the chamber
has organized several sig-
nature events, including
the Festival of Wreaths,
and an Annual Meeting
and Awards Dinner. The
Chamber also hosts a
monthly networking se-
ries called Wake Up Your
Business on the third Fri-
day of everymonth from8
to 9 a.m. at Calvary
Southbury, giving area

business professionals
and opportunity to net-
work, get business leads
and learn from others in
the community.

For information, visit:
www.southburycham-
ber.com.

Torrington Historical
Society gets $25K
grant

TORRINGTON— Tor-
ringtonHistorical Society
has announced receipt of
a $25,000 contribution
from Torrington Savings
Bank.

This donation will sup-
port the design develop-
ment phase for the Histo-
ry Education Center, a
transformative project

for the society’s Main
Street campus. The His-
tory Education Center is
being designed by the ar-
chitectural firm of Mark
Cavagnero Associates of
San Francisco. Mark Ca-
vagnero was born and
raised in Torrington.

The History Education
Center will be an entirely
accessible facility serving
the community and visi-
tors. It will feature a new
climate-controlled addi-
tion to the Carriage
House that will ensure
the long-term preserva-
tion of Torrington’s his-
toric collections of objects
and archival materials

and in addition, will
house a dedicated gallery,
archive and research li-
brary for the study of Tor-
rington’s history. As part
of this project, the Car-
riage House will be reno-
vated to include a room
for educational programs
and a unique space on the
second floor which will
be available for both pub-
lic and private events.

The History Education
Center will establish a
community gathering
place for expanded pro-
grams, exhibits and re-
search. Students, resi-
dents and visitors will
have new opportunities
to view collections of ob-
jects, documents and
photographs that ‘tell’ the
stories of the people, in-
dustries, businesses,
places and events that
have shaped the unique
community of Torrington
and Litchfield County’s
largest town.

THS is in the beginning
phase of a capital cam-
paign for the project.

To learn more, visit
https://torringtonhistori-
calsociety.org/history-
education-center.

Those interested in
learning how they can
contribute to this project
should contact Mark
McEachern, executive di-
rector, at

860-482-8260, ext. 102.

Sexual assault
awareness events
planned

TORRINGTON — Su-
san B. Anthony Project
announces its Sexual As-
sault Awareness Month
events, including the 17th
annual SAAMCommuni-
ty Vigil on April 24 at 6
p.m. at Coe Park.

The vigil is open to the
public, and offers the op-
portunity to remember
victims and celebrate sur-
vivors of sexual violence.
The “Speak Out” portion
gives a voice to survivors
and their families, with
an invitation to attendees
to share their stories. Sev-
eral communitymembers

will also be honored for
their collaboration and
support of SBAP
throughout the year.

OnApril 17 at 6:30 p.m.,
SBAP will host a screen-
ing of “IAMEVIDENCE”
at theWarner Theatre, 68
Main St. This screening is
free and open to the pub-
lic. Registration is en-
couraged to ensure ade-
quate seating but not re-
quired.

Also, April 30 is “Den-
imDay,” whenmillions of
people across the world
wear jeans to take a stand
against victim-blaming,
support survivors, and
educate themselves and
others about all forms of
sexual violence.

Land grant awardees
announced

KENT — Northwest
Connecticut Land Con-
servancy announces cli-
mate-smart agricultural
grant awardees for the
second round of the
Building Resiliency on
Northwest Connecticut
Farmland Implementa-
tion Grant program. This
initiative provides direct
funding to farmers across
Northwest Connecticut to
adopt practices that en-
hance sustainability, pro-
ductivity and climate re-
silience.

The program includes
funding for 22 climate-
smart agricultural as-
sessments conducted by
Berkshire Agricultural
Ventures. NCLC an-
nounced 18 assessment
awardees in the fall of
2024. Since then, NCLC
has awarded four addi-
tional farms:Hamlin Pre-
serve and Mary Moore
Preserve in Sharon, Riv-
erbank Farm in Roxbury
and Rowledge Pond
Aquaculture in Sandy
Hook.

In March 2023, NCLC
received an award of
$750,000 from the state
Department of Agricul-
ture through the Climate
Smart Agriculture &
Forestry Grant pro-
gram, established under
Public Act 22-118. This
program allocated $7
million to agricultural
and conservation enti-
ties, and NCLC was one
of 12 recipients selected
for an award.

“Connecticut’s farms
are in the top three for
most at risk of loss in the
country. NCLC’s Building
Resiliency grant program
provides direct invest-
ments to help our state’s
farmers and farms adapt
and thrive in a changing
climate,” NCLC Execu-
tive Director Catherine
Rawson said. “NCLC is
proud to work alongside
our farming community
to strengthen food securi-
ty and ecological resil-
ience for generations to
come.”

“Connecticut’s agricul-
tural producers are com-
mitted to being part of the
climate change solution
through on-farm energy,
soil health, and carbon
sequestration projects to
further increase their
sustainability and resil-
iency,” state Department
of Agriculture Commis-
sioner Bryan P. Hurlburt
said. “Through the sup-
port of the Lamont Ad-
ministration, CT DoAg
has been proud to partner
with organizations such
as NCLC to make strate-
gic investments in farm
operations to support cli-
mate smart farming prac-
tices and long-term resil-
iency projects which will
have a long-term positive
impact.”

Beyond assessments,
the program provides di-
rect funding for imple-
menting climate-smart
practices that sequester
carbon and reduce emis-
sions, while also lowering
operational costs, im-
proving water quality
and enhancing biodiver-
sity.

Mattatuckwears purple formilitary kids
By John Cullen

Courtesy of Mattatuck Museum/

Waterbury's Mattatuck Museum staffers gear up for "Purple Up! For Kids" in celebration of Military Kids
Month. Staff wore purple to honor the resilience and strength of children in military families.

Courtesy of Southbury Chamber and Susan B. Anthony Project

Members of Bikers Against Child AbuseWestern CT
Chapter place stuffed animals in honor of every
child victim of sexual violence Susan B. Anthony
Project supported at its 2024 vigil in Torrington.

WOUNDHEALINGCENTERMARKS 20YEARS

Saint Mary’s Hospital's Wound Healing Center celebrated 20 years on Saturday in Waterbury. The facility
has been awarded the prestigious Center of Distinction by Healogics numerous times, the nation’s largest
provider of advanced wound care services. This recognition includes a patient satisfaction rate higher
than 92%.

Courtesy of Saint Mary’s Hospital


