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Waterbury: Then and Now 

Guided Tour around the Green 

 

Waterbury is often described as a city of neighborhoods. It was developed over 

time by those who lived here; shaped by their cultural, religious, and social 

practices. The areaΩs development as a city was largely impacted by the growth of 

manufacturing and industrialization in the United States throughout the 19th 

century. As early as the 1830s, people began to move from the countryside to 

urban areas seeking opportunities in factories and to live in the city. In 

Waterbury, in 1880, the population had just surpassed 20,000 and it would 

continue to steadily increase. By the first World War, over 100,000 people 

inhabited Waterbury, working in the various factories, and living in the diverse 

neighborhoods that were continuously developing to meet increased housing 

demands.  

 

TodayΩs activity will take you 

back in time to the turn of the 

century, when the industrial 

revolution was in full spring, and 

the area was rapidly developing 

to house, provide 

entertainment, and other 

services to the many families 

that now called the area homeΧ  

 

All you will need for this activity 

is a comfy pair of walking shoes, 

or if you would rather join from 

the comfort of your couch, 

access to Google Earth!  

 

Google Earth 

 

https://www.google.com/earth/
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Your self-guided tour begins is of an ever-bustling section of the city located in 

downtownτthe Waterbury Green. Look at the images to guide you as you walk. 

Use the worksheet to compare Waterbury then and now.  

 
Stand on the Waterbury Green at the corner of Church and Main Street. (1890) 

 
Hint: Pay attention to condition of the street. Are all the buildings pictured still standing? 

Then Now 
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Turn towards the park and walk diagonally until you reach the corner of West 

Main and North Main Street. You will know you are in the right place if you see TD 

Bank! 

 

Looking West ς About 1889, now you are looking at St. JohnΩs Episcopal Church. 

 
Hint: How has the vegetation changed since 1889? What can you tell about modes of 

transportation in the late 1880s? What does it seem like the people are doing? Are any of the 

familiar monuments present at this time? Why or why not? 

Then Now 
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Walk along North Main Street towards South Main and Bank Street. You will pass 

by the Carrie Welton Fountain. Pictured is a depiction of the monument in 1888. 

 
Hint: How has the statue changed over the years? What are the drawbacks of black and white 

photos when determining previous conditions? What can you tell about the style of dress 

during this time? 

Then Now 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


