
Thursday, April 6 

Old Bethlem Historical Society 

Archaeology as a Public Service: Investigating Our 
Indigenous Peoples 

Speaker: Douglas J. Boucher, MA in Archaeology  

Lecture Site:  Shellman Parish Center, Church of the Nativity  

                       48 East Street, Bethlehem, CT 

                       203-266-5196/7628; www.ci.bethlehem.ct.us 

 

Archaeology of the 21st century has become a public service, a 
tool to connect descendent communities to their ancestors.  A site 
in Bethlehem may be related to one of the six excavated Paleo-
Indian encampments in the state, thus helping to paint a picture of 
the town’s indigenous past.   
 

 

Thursday, April 13 

Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust 

The Flight of the Eastern Bluebird 

Speaker: Dr. Edward Boisits, Flanders Naturalist 

Lecture Site:  The Studio  

         5 Church Hill Road, Woodbury, CT  

         201-263-3711; flandersnaturecenter.org 

 

Flanders naturalist, the popular “Dr. Ed,” will dig a little deeper 
to explain why the well-being of the Eastern Bluebird was 
threatened, and what is being done to bring this beautiful species 
back to sustainable numbers…including right here at Flanders. 
Travel with Dr. Ed as he uses a series of beautiful slides to tell 
this captivating story that will capture your imagination and 
attention. 

 

 
Thursday, April 20 

Torrington Historical Society 
Charlotte Hungerford Hospital: A Cornerstone Story 

Speaker: Tim LeBouthillier, Director, Community Relations  

               & Development, Charlotte Hungerford Hospital 

Lecture Site: Torrington Historical Society  

        Carriage House 

        192 Main Street, Torrington, CT                   

        860-482-8260; torringtonhistoricalsociety.org 

          

In 1929, Charlotte Hungerford Hospital sealed a copper box in 
the cornerstone during the dedication of one of its buildings.   

At the hospital’s 100th anniversary in 2016, the box was finally 
opened, revealing a treasure trove of documents and artifacts that 
record an amazing story of the hospital’s early history.  Join us 
for an intimate look as we dig deep into that mysterious copper 
box and the story of the hospital.  

  

 

Thursday, April 27 

Glebe House Museum & Gertrude Jekyll Garden 
Preserved in Layers 

Speaker: TBA 

Lecture Site: Woodbury Library 

        269 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 

        203-263-2855; ghmgig@snet.net 

 

What do artifacts buried in the ground for 225 years tell us about 
the history of the Glebe House and its inhabitants?  Was there 
really a tunnel dug from the Glebe to help the Reverend John 
Rutgers Marshall escape the hostilities of the Woodbury 
townspeople? From Robbins “test trenches” in 1952, to the Yale 
University excavations  in the 1980s and the student archaeology 
projects that followed, join us as we “dig deeper” and discover 
what was found and the information that it has added to our 
understanding of Woodbury’s historic past. 

 

Thursday, May 4 

Southbury Historical Society 

Digging Deeper:  Confessions of an Urban Archaeologist     

Speaker: Greg Van Antwerp 

Lecture Site: Southbury Library  

                     100 Poverty Road, Southbury, CT 

                203-405-3124, southburyhistory.org 

 

History is all around us, most often in the form of paper, artifacts 
and unique gadgetry.  These items tell a story about us, our lives, 
and our community.  For over 35 years local urban archaeologist, 
Greg Van Antwerp, has been “digging up” the history around us 
at local estate, tag, and garage sales.  Join us as he shares his 
stories, discoveries, and valuable finds.  

 

 

Thursday, May 11 

Mattatuck Museum 

Making the Past Present  

Speaker: Tracey O’Shaughnessy, Associate Features Editor 

                Republican American 

Lecture Site: Mattatuck Museum 

        144 West Main Street, Waterbury, CT 

        203-753-0381; mattmuseum.org 

                         

Journalism has been called "the first draft of history." But it also 
reflects on the past, publishing stories about art, culture or 
corners of history that still merit attention. Whether that means an 
art exhibit about Giotto or revisiting the Flood of '55, journalism 
can make the past present. Tracey O'Shaughnessy, a senior editor 
at the Republican-American, will discuss how that is done and 
why she believes that newspapers may be the first chance to 
bring history to contemporary readers. 

 

 

Thursday, May 18 

Gunn Memorial Library and Museum 
The Role of Religion at The Gunnery 1850-2016 

Speaker: Claire Lee, Gunn Scholar 2017 

Lecture Site: Wykeham Room, Gunn Library 

         5 Wykeham Road, Washington, CT 

         860-868-7756; gunnmuseum.org 

 

Gunnery’s Gunn Scholar, Claire Lee, will explore the influence, 
or lack thereof, of religion, both organized and cultural, at The 
Gunnery. Beginning with founder Frederick Gunn, who declined 
to join the socially powerful Congregational Church in the 1840s 
and wrote of his profound religious beliefs, Claire will trace 
religious practices and beliefs at the independent school through 
the administrations of each of the 11 headmasters.  

 

 

Thursday, May 25 

Litchfield Historical Society 

A Big Talent in Small Paintings: Anson Dickinson and Portrait 
Miniatures 

Speaker: Alex Dubois, Curator of Collections 

Lecture Site: Litchfield Historical Society 

                      7 South Street, Litchfield, CT 

                      860-567-4501; litchfieldhistoricalsociety.org 

 

Portrait miniatures thrived in America in the early nineteenth 
century. In this talk we will dig deeper into the art of painting 
tiny watercolor likenesses on ivory by examining the life and 
work of artist Anson Dickinson. Born Milton in 1779, Dickinson 
completed over 1,500 miniatures in his career and traveled as far 
as South Carolina and Montreal seeking new commissions.  Join 
us as we discuss his early life in Litchfield, view his original 
works, and explore the pages of his own sketchbook.   

 

All lectures are at noon on Thursdays. Bring Lunch. Beverages and dessert are provided. 

Reservations requested, but not required. 


